
A Planning Tool  for  Migratory Bird Conser vat ion along L ake Michigan

14

KATE REDMOND

Stopover Site

Protected Areas

[

")NN

")Y

")Y

")I

")I

!(33

!(33

State Highway 33

Lakeridge C
ourt

M
acintosh C

ourt

C
overed Bridge R

oad

Elm
 D

rive
Dun b a

rC
ou

rt

Apple Blossom
 Lane

Oakdale Court

Washington Drive

Paradise Drive

Vi
rg

in
ia

La
ne

Gray Log Court

Rolling Glen Drive

Tamarack Terrace

Deerfi e ld
Co

u rt

Tr
ill

iu
m

Tr
ai

lRoy
al

Oak
Road

Beech mo o rC
ou

rt

M
e

a
do

w
rid

ge
C

ou
rt

Cold Springs Lane

Hilly Lane

Tree Lane

Spr
ing Court

Su
ns

hi
ne

La
ne

N
or

th
wo

od D
riv

e

Sett
lers Road

Forest Lane

Shady Lane Road

Dec
ora

h Roa
d

W
oo

dv
ie

w
La

n
e

Center Lane

Lofty Lane

Knollwood Road

W
ausaukee R

oad

Hillcrest Road

H
annem

ann
R

oad

Deerfield Roa
d

H
or ns

C
or ne rs

R
oad

Pl
ea

sa
n t

H
ill

D
riv

e

Spring H
ill D

rive

Cedar Sauk Road

Cold Spring Road

M
aple R

oad

Gravel Drive

Blue G
oose R

oad

Co
ng

re
ss

Driv
e

N
orth G

ranville R
oad

La
ke

la
nd

 R
oa

d

West Center Road

Saint Augustine Road

Pleasant Valley Road

Bi
rc

hw
oo

d 
R

oa
d

Pleasant Valley Road

East Sauk Road

Primrose Court

0.5 00.25 Miles

£¤151

£¤167

£¤18

£¤45£¤41

§̈¦43

§̈¦94 !(38

!(144 !(33

!(16!(67

!(32

!(145

Dodge

Ozaukee

Sheboygan

Waukesha

Fond du Lac

Jefferson

Washington

Milwaukee

Cedarburg Bog

Non-Protected Area

Protected Area

★
0 Miles       0.25         0.5

CEDARBURG BOG

County
Ozaukee

Ecological Landscape
Southeast Glacial Plains

Site Owner
Wisconsin DNR
University of Wisconsin
Ozaukee Washington  
    Land Trust
Private Ownership
Milwaukee Metropolitan 
    Sewage District
The Nature Conservancy
Ozaukee County

Basis for Designation
>10,000 Landbirds Annually
State and National  
    Recognition

Threats
Invasive Species 
Emerald Ash Borer 
Habitat Fragmentation 
Watershed Development
Deer Herbivory
Agricultural Runoff
Climate Change
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Site Description

Cedarburg Bog is one of the largest and most diverse wetlands in southern 
Wisconsin. The bog supports natural communities more commonly found 

in northern Wisconsin, including large expanses of white cedar-tamarack 
swamp and the southernmost string bog in North America. Its 2,000 acres 
of protected land also contain deep and shallow bog lakes, submerged and 
emergent aquatic communities, a small stream, deep and shallow marshes, 
sedge meadow communities, shrub-carrs, and swamp and upland hard-
woods. Cedarburg Bog is located within a highly developed matrix of residen-
tial and agricultural properties.

This site encompasses Cedarburg Bog, Cedarburg Beech Woods, and Sapa 
Spruce Bog State Natural Areas, the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Field 
Station, and Ozaukee Washington Land Trust properties. Cedarburg Bog is 
designated a National Natural Landmark by the U.S. Department of Interior, 
Wetland Gem by the Wisconsin Wetlands Association, Important Bird Area by 
the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative, State Natural Area by the Wiscon-
sin Department of Natural Resources, Natural Area of Countywide or Regional 
Significance by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, 
and Conservation Opportunity Area of Regional Significance by the Wisconsin 
Wildlife Action Plan. 

Stopover Importance
Cedarburg Bog qualifies as a Priority Stopover Site because of its recog-
nition in state and national conservation plans and high relative abundance 
of migratory birds. More than 10,000 landbirds and 1,000 waterfowl are 
estimated to use Cedarburg Bog during spring and fall migrations. A recent 
study documented 189 migratory species using Cedarburg Bog, including 40 
Species of Greatest Conservation Need. 

Cedarburg Bog contains numerous resources that are essential for birds 
migrating in the southern Lake Michigan basin. Its aquatic features support a 
large insect prey base, which helps replenish the energy reserves of migrants. 
Dense shrubby understory found throughout the site provides protection 
from weather and predators. Finally, the diversity of habitats, including hard-
woods, conifers, shrub thickets, and meadows, provide structural complexity 
and a rich assortment of foraging opportunities.

Conservation Opportunities
Cedarburg Bog is fortunate to have high engagement in its management and 
protection efforts by partners such as Friends of the Cedarburg Bog, Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources, UW-Milwaukee Field Station, The Nature 
Conservancy, Ozaukee Washington Land Trust, and Ozaukee County Parks and 
Planning Department. Coordination between these groups will be essential 
to achieve the protection goals and stewardship resources required for this 
site. The Northern Kettle Moraine Region Master Plan recommends the proj-
ect boundary and acquisition goal of Cedarburg Bog State Natural Area be 
expanded by a total of 699 acres and 250 acres, respectively.

Cedarburg Bog was categorized as a Full-service Hotel site where all 
necessary resources (food, water, shelter) are relatively abundant and avail-
able for quick refueling. Land managers should reduce deer herbivory to allow 

for better cedar regeneration. Land protection efforts should seek to acquire 
parcels that restrict nutrient and sediment input from surrounding develop-
ment, expand wetland complexes, protect structurally diverse forests, connect 
habitat corridors, especially those with north-south configuration, and buffer 
the site from encroachment by non-compatible uses. Future land acquisitions 
should prioritize the following habitat attributes for migratory birds:
 • Mixed emergent wetlands (ephemeral and permanent) >40 acres 

with >2.5 acres of open water
 • Open water and/or emergent wetland >5 acres and <0.5 miles from 

another wetland
 • Ephemeral wetlands of various sizes (1-10 acres) in agricultural fields 

and pastured land
 • Undeveloped or natural cover within 660 ft of lakes and wetlands 

where there is high insect productivity (especially midges and  
caterpillars) 

 • Undeveloped or natural cover with diverse habitat structure vertical 
and horizontal) 

 • Undeveloped or natural cover with woody species that bloom through 
the spring migration period (oak, willow, elm, and others) or fruit 
throughout fall migration
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